Berkeley County Board of Health Meeting    October 17, 2005

Present:   R. Foltz, RN                        S. LeMaster, RN       John Miller, III

                G. Karos                              J. Barnhart, RS         R. Burkhart
                M. Fisher, RS                      D. Gaviria, MD

                R. Hertges, RS                     B. Kearns

Visitors: Janet Weis                             Richard Wheeler

              Jennifer Caskey                      Mark Baker

              William Weis                          Bobbi Miller
Call to order:  4:07 pm

Discussion of minutes:  no comments, M.Fisher moved to approve minutes, R.Foltz seconded, motion was approved.
Threat Preparedness Report:  no report today
Clinical Report:  presented by S.LeMaster
· correction to last month’s  report

· hepatitis A and tetanus given to hurricane volunteers

· Nurse Director attended: Family Resource Network Board Meeting, LEPC, and American Cancer Society
· Noted meeting with Dr. Reidy  re. migrant health
· Flu shots have been given to several organizations

Environmental report:  J. Barnhart

· food school held earlier in month
· City Hospital closed cafeteria due to sewage leak

· closed Ryan’s restaurant today due to critical violations
         -     G. Karos inquires about restaurant inspections before opening

         Rick Hertges

· update re. well-grouting inspections, feels that this has improved compliance

· no recent info. Re. Parry river lots

· re. leaking septic tanks, cont. to evaluate 2-piece tanks for leakage

· Berkeley county water resources study, grant being sought for locating septic tanks, update re. tasks of committee, R. Hertges requested by County Commission to participate

Administrator/Financial Report:  B. Kearns

· notes flu vaccine rec’d., cost reflected

· Mr. Burkhart inquires about priorities for immunization, S. LeMaster  related CDC priority groups
· Start Nov. 1, state salary increase will take effect ($900 annually), across the board, funded by state
· E. Bolin resignation,  Courtney Swift has been  hired contractually
Health officer report: D. Gaviria
· noted that BCHD participated in October 1 four-state drill simulating set-up and 

      running of SNS dispensing site

-    D. Gaviria attended special needs conference in Shepherdstown 

R.Foltz made motion to accept reports, R.Burkhart second, reports were approved.
Old business:  Richard Wheeler spoke about reevaluation of Harbaugh subdivision with S. Alenskis,   he has prepared letter re. findings,  some reconfiguration needed secondary to rock considerations,  Mr. Burkhart inquires which takes precedence, 6ft. hole or perc. Test.   D.Gaviria noted FOIA request from Mr. Richard Gay had been responded to by Braun Hamstead with instructions for compliance.
New Business:

· Members of  “ Building a Better Eastern Panhandle” :  D. Gantt, JR Barrett,

D. Copenhaver,  D. Flegel (soils scientist),  

D. Copenhaver:  (vice-president) notes concern that soils/water table evaluations have varied with present sanitarian staff ,  introduces soils scientist consultant, Don Flegel

Notes that many of Mr. Flegel’s evaluations have not been in accord with Berkeley County Health Department
J. Miller  inquires of Mr. Flegel,  how can you determine how recent signs of wetness are?  He notes that determination is based on color, some relict signs may be evident, also notes that much mottling in this area is “lithochromic” and not indicative of wetness 
R. Burkhart inquires re. Mr. Flegel’s qualifications, works for USDA/NRCS as quality control for soils surveys, and private consulting,  29 yrs.of experience

D. Copenhaver -  J. Yates 79 ac. Lot (appeal pending)  Mr. Flegel found well-drained no evidence of wetness, 
D. Gaviria inquires how to best provide training to sanitarians for soils evaluation, R. Wheeler notes that he has requested Jared Beard from NRCS to provide training
D. Gantt requests Mr. Flegel’s opinion re. requirement to clear reserve areas by hand

D. Copenhaver, D. Gantt, argue benefits to not requiring reserve areas to be cleared by hand

Notes on Sept. 20 looked at Nestle Woods site, Mr. Flegel found no evidence of water table, findings were markedly different from Health Dep’t. findings. 

M. Fisher inquired about other indicators of wetness, e.g. root penetration, Mr. Flegel noted that these may be helpful in determinations as well.

Discussion re. von Wagner property, Richard Wheeler had visited with Mr. Barrett and determined suitable for a bed system provided no rock is encountered.
Discussion re. Dry Run Rd. Jamie Yates property

D. Copenhaver notes that subdivision approvals are ultimately responsibility of Board of Health, some of these have been turned down by present sanitarian staff, notes example of N. Ridge Approved by R. Hertges 4/2004, perc. Rate regulation has been changed in interim, should this be grandfathered? Was denied. Mr. Hertges noted that this should be approved under previous regulation.
Comments re. Pebble Ridge.

Dr. G. notes that we may reconsider/reevaluate cases which have been evaluated by Mr. Flegel and his observations differed from BCHD staff
Mr. Karos asks if motion required, J.Miller no-  N. Ridge will be approved,   R. Hertges notes that older approvals may sometimes need to be reevaluated. JR Barrett, notes Federal Hill sections received approval, was reversed by Mr. Hertges, Mr. Karos notes that there should not be reversal of approvals, M. Fisher notes that this is true UNLESS conditions on that lot have changed.
Mr. Copenhaver requested to address Board at next meeting  re.“original and replacement” vs. 10,000 square foot reserve requirement. 

Mr. JR Barrett asked if Don Flegel will be recognized by Board as a subject expert, J.Miller noted that Mr. Flegel’s credentials will be recognized by BCHD Board of Health. J. Burkhart questioned if Board may overrule Health Department sanitarian decisions.
JR Barrett noted that Mr. Gay requested two soils scientists to compare holes at Harbaugh subdivision
 “Building Eastern Panhandle” representatives left.
Mr. Karos excused himself.
 R. Burkhart inquired re.two cases; one belonging to Jr. Miller and one to the Gambinos, Jr. Miller lot on Back Creek, R. Hertges noted presence of redox. features. R. Burkhart asked Mr.Hertges to address this. 

D. Gaviria noted Gambino lot has been approved. R. Hertges confirmed one lot has been approved and other have not received application.
Inquired what a class II system costs, R.Hertges responded approx. twice the cost of a class I system.  

J. Miller brings up issue of trailer in Gerrardstown with pit/ no septic system. Sanitarian staff to address.
Public Comment:  none 

Executive Session:  R.Burkhart made motion to enter executive session, R.Foltz seconded motion, motion was approved,  personnel matters to be addressed, no action will be taken.
Motion to come out of executive session: R.Burkhart made motion, R.Foltz seconded, motion approved.
Per John Miller, record to show no action was taken in executive session. 

Motion to adjourn:R.Burkhart made,  M. Fisher seconded, motion approved, meeting  adjourned at  7pm.
